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Scope 

We invite applications for funding to support workshops during year 2027 that bring together 

international teams to discuss and advance a scientific topic of significant interest (academic 

relevance and/or societal impact) aligned with the research lines and mission of the IICG-URJC. 

The objective of these workshops is to foster collaboration, innovation, and the development of 

impactful outcomes, expected to generate innovative scientific results and/or societal impact. 

These actions will provide members of the IICG-URJC with an ideal opportunity to exploit and 

develop collaborations with networks of international collaborators. 

Specific objectives  

This call aims to provide financial support for workshops requiring an international network 

dedicated to one or several of the following activities: 

• Facilitate the development of innovative frameworks through collaborative discussions 

and exchanges of ideas. 

• Collaborate in the preparation of synthesis papers targeting novel theoretical or practical 

avenues for publication in the most important reference journals of the field. 

• Create long-term partnerships and strategic plans for joint research and funding*. 

• Prioritize critical research questions aligned with those of the IICG-URJC and formulate a 

future research agenda. 

• Encourage cross-disciplinary dialogue and collaborative projects. 

• Translate scientific findings into actionable insights and foster stakeholder relationships. 

*Proposals of workshops dedicated to grant meetings with existing funding are discouraged. 

Opportunity 

Each proposal can request up to 10,000 euros to celebrate workshops at any URJC campus and 

cover costs associated with participant travel, accommodation and catering. Up to two proposals 

are expected to be funded in this 2027 call. 

Proposal structure 

The proposal will contain a first page with the specifications of the activity, and a body of the 

proposal, with the following elements: 

• Workshop details: 

o Proposal title.  

o Team: indicate proponents (must be members of the IICG-URJC), and participants (both 

national and international). Specify the role of each participant in the workshop, justifying 

their participation (e.g. by a ≈50-word bio sketch). Indicate whether they have already 

agreed to participate and their research stage. As a reference, 5-15 researchers are 

expected to participate in each workshopi.  
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o Proposed venue and dates. 

o Activity duration (as a reference, 2-5 days). 

 

• Body of the proposal:  

o Potential for excellence: Context, general and specific objective of the proposal, with a 

clear statement of the scientific question that the activity aims to address. Highlight how the 

workshop will foster innovation and have a significant impact on the field. 

 

o Proposed team: Justify how the proposed team: i) is adequate to achieve the goals of the 

workshop based on their contributions to the field, ii) fosters interdisciplinary collaboration 

within and outside the IICG-URJC, iii) involves researchers at different stages of their career 

and iv) generates new interactions and collaborations, both among IICG-URJC members as 

well as with national and international researchers.  

 

o Expected outcome(s): The proposal will include a clear description of the anticipated 

outcomes of the workshop, detailing whether a specific product (such as a paper, tool, 

analysis, grant proposal) is expected, and outlining the strategies the proponents will use to 

achieve these objectives. Workshops should aim for measurable and tangible outputs 

beyond discussion. 

 

o Planned activities during the workshop to achieve the aims and outcomes. Explain why this 

in-person meeting is needed and cannot be undertaken online. Include a proposed timeline 

for the workshop, highlighting key dates and milestones before, during and after in order to 

achieve the goals and expected outcomes. 

 

o Impact: address how the workshop will impact members of the IICG-URJC and their 

international visibility and contribute to long-term goals and sustainable research 

collaborations.  

 

o Requested budget: provide a detailed and justified budget. The following type of costs will 

be eligible under this call: i) participant travel; ii) participant accommodation and iii) 

catering services. 

The proposal length is 6 pages maximum at 1.5-line spacing. 

Evaluation panel 

The evaluation panel will be composed of two internal and one external researchers. A member 

of the IICG-URJC management team will coordinate the evaluation. 

Evaluation criteria 

The proposals will be scored against the following criteria:  

o Potential for excellence: novelty, broad interest of the research question, international 

visibility and coherence of the aims (25%). 
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o Proposed team: relevance of expertise of the team to achieve the goals of the proposal, 

active incorporation of multiple members/groups within IICG-URJC and a diverse panel of 

international experts, balance of experience levels (PhD students, ECR and established 

researchers involved), involvement of IICG members, gender balance, novelty of 

interactions, etc. (20%). 

o Expected outcomes and planned activities: feasibility of the workshop proposal and the 

planned activities to achieve the goals of the workshop. Realistic and feasible timeline with 

clear milestones. Proposed arrangements (venue, lodging, etc.) (20%). 

o Impact: demonstration that the proposal: i) will have a positive impact on proponents, ii) 

will enhance IICG-URJC international visibility, iii) aims to establish or strengthen existing 

collaborator networks, and/or iv) has potential for future growth (15%). 

o Requested budget: Justification and cost-effectiveness (20%). 

 

The proposals will be evaluated with a maximum of 100 points. The call for proposals may be 

declared void if the submissions do not achieve a minimum score of 75 points. 

Calendar of the call 

• Call for Forward Thinking Actions and acceptance of proposal: 22nd September – 31st 

October 2026. 

• Deadline for proposal submission: 31st October 2026 (23:59h CET). 

• Evaluation and selection of best proposal(s): 1st – 30th November 2026. 

• Resolution of the call: December 2026. Period to complete the Forward Thinking Action: 1st 

March – 31st October 2027. 

If funding is available, a new application period will be opened following the terms of this call for 

proposals. Possible new period for acceptance of proposal: 1st March – 1st April 2027.   

Submission of proposals 

Proposals should be submitted in pdf format (proposal template available here) and sent to 

instituto.iicg@urjc.es. The subject of the email should be “4th Call Forward Thinking Actions”. 

Proposals might be prepared in English or Spanish.  

Post-workshop report 

If funded, a post-workshop report will be submitted to the IICG detailing the activities and 

outcomes, within one month from the end of the event.  

Funding acknowledgement 

Funding from the IICG-URJC should be acknowledged during the dissemination of the workshop 

and in any planned outcome. 

 

https://urjc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/instituto_iicg_urjc_es/Documents/Drive%20miembros%20IICG/06.%20Acciones/Forward%20Thinking/4th%20call%20Forward%20Thinking_Proposal%20template.docx?d=wf01a4b845f064334bd48998a16949866&csf=1&web=1&e=iGotQq
mailto:instituto.iicg@urjc.es
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Sustainability 

The proposal should be sustainable, ensuring that travel is necessary and minimized, prioritizing the 

use of public transportation, and reducing plastic usage during the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i In case a proposal is selected for funding and additional participants that were not included in the original 

proposal attend the workshop, the proponent(s) researcher(s) are expected to cover the additional costs. 


